Challenges for a
sustainable Island
Back in 2003, some visionary Phillip Island Landcare group members started the Urban Landcare program
with the aims of spreading the message of Landcare into residential areas, reducing the spread of weeds
and pest animals, reversing negative attitudes towards using indigenous plants in urban landscaping, and
reducing the use of natural resources.
Many Urban Landcare members have been working hard to reduce
their impact on our local environment and have been rewarded for
their efforts in the annual ‘Urban Landcare Garden Awards’. Previous
winner Leela Maki of Ventnor, had installed rainwater tank watering
systems for her food garden, refuses to water her native and indigenous
ornamental garden, and uses truckloads of mulch to ensure that moisture
is conserved in the soil so the plants can survive. “If it can’t survive on
natural rainfall then it won’t be living in my garden”, says Leela.

Since then, over 200 members have joined the program and have access
to services such as a free site visit to their garden for advice, a voucher
for 30 indigenous plants, information on weed and pest control, and
newsletters and invitations to events and seminars – all for a low annual
membership fee of $37.50.

Local partner Westernport Water has been there from the start of the
program and in the 2012/13 financial year will be the main funding
partner of the program. Urban Landcare Facilitator Lisa Wangman
Another proud achievement of the Urban Landcare Program is the
commented: “We are looking forward to continued assistance from the
production of the ‘Sustainable Phillip Island’
Corporation and access to their vast range of services and knowledge to
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winning gardens have also been popular program inclusions.
• Phillip Island boasts a high diversity of coastal habitats
including rocky coastline, sandy beaches and mangrove
communities.
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The Barb Martin Bush Bank established.

Bass Coast Alliance formed and first World
Environment Day Schools Expo held.

• Agriculture and tourism are the island’s main economies.

5.7 million committed to the development
of the Phillip Island Recycled Water Scheme.

Phillip Island Nature Parks begin work on a
waste strategy for the whole park.
Over the last 25 years around 800,000
indigenous plants have been planted.
Over 100 sustainability events run in the last
25 years.
Over 90% of Phillip Island has undergone pest,
plant or animal control in last 25 years.
Class A water dual purple pipe installed in all
new developments.
Over 25 million litres of drinking water now
saved annually.

• There have been over 260 bird
species recorded on the Island.
• Phillip Island is home to one
of the largest Little Penguin
colonies in the world and
Seal Rocks is home to one
of the largest Australian Fur
Seals colonies in the world.

Westernport Water’s short term goal is to
re-use 23% of the wastewater on Phillip Island.
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Westernport Water
1300 720 711
www.westernportwater.com.au

Transition Towns
www.transitionphillipisland.wordpress.com/transition-what/
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Phillip Island Nature Parks
www.penguins.org.au
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Anne Davie local farmer revegetating the Phillip Island Wildlife Corridor.
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South Eastern Councils Climate Change Alliance
www.seccca.org.au
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• The largest breeding colonies of Short-tailed Shearwater,
Crested Tern and Kelp Gull in Victoria also occur on Phillip
Island.

• Since 2006 the channel between Phillip Island and San
Remo has been used as a dedicated tidal power test facility.

Bass Coast Shire Council
1300 226 278
www.basscoast.vic.gov.au

Make your home green: www.makeyourhomegreen.vic.gov.au
Save water: www.savewater.com.au

Western Port Biosphere Reserve
www. biosphere.org.au

Sustainable Gardening Australia: www.sgaonline.org.au

National Recycling Hotline: www.recyclingnearyou.com.au

• a call to action for residents and references
for further information

• World renowned research conducted at Phillip Island
Nature Parks has collected 42 years of Little Penguin
data helping us understand wider issues like climate change.

2007
Urban Landcare is committed
to delivering2015
a series of events and tours
over the next 12 months, with a specific focus on creative design,
showing real-life examples, and taking the jargon out of technical advice
with easy-to-understand, engaging speakers and presentations. Look out
for event details in local media.
First ‘Sustainable Living’ brochure released by
Landcare and Bass Coast Shire council.
Westernport Water rebates introduced.
Westernport Water showerhead and trigger
exchange program introduced.
Household water audits began. 100 audited.
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‘Weeds out – Indigenous In’ program begins.
The first local business sustainability
recognition program.
‘Indigenous plants of Phillip Island’ brochure
released by Phillip Island Landcare Group.

Urban Rabbit control initiative introduced.
Gorse eradication program started.
Removal of 200 pine trees from Newhaven
swamp.

Key Partners
Phillip Island is blessed with groups whose passion is to
ensure a sustainable future for the area. If you wish to live
more sustainably these groups can support you in making
a change. Why not make the call and ensure Phillip Island
remains a special place for you and others now and into the
future.
Phillip Island Landcare Group
5951 3329
www.basscoastlandcare.org.au

• Phillip Island is part of the Western Port biosphere reserve
recognised internationally by UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). Biosphere
reserves aim to foster conservation and sustainable
development.
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Urban Landcare established on Phillip Island.
Annual awards began for best urban garden.

First ‘Sustainable Living Festival’ held.
Sustaining Coastal Communities Project
started.
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Burke’s Backyard environmental blitz at
Ventnor Common.
The Western Port Biosphere Reserve was
declared by UNESCO.
‘Common Weeds of Gippsland’ brochure
released by Bass Coast Shire Council.

The Island is recognised internationally for its research and
significant wetlands. A sustainable Phillip Island will help
protect its special resources and you can make a difference.

• Approximately 8000 people reside and 3.5 million people
visit Phillip Island annually.
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Phillip Island Nature Parks formed.

Phillip Island Wildlife Corridor launched.

Phillip Island is a special place. It provides habitat for plants,
animals, residents and is a destination for millions of visitors.
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Phillip Island Landcare Group established.
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The Phillip Island Conservation Society formed.

• Phillip Island Nature Parks multi award winning Education
Department engages school groups and the public
throughout the year.

Bass Coast buy local: www.basscoastbuylocal.com

Appliance energy ratings: www.energyrating.gov.au
Chemicals in the home: www.safersolutions.org.au

Sustainability Victoria: www.resourcesmart.vic.gov.au

Department of Sustainability: www.environment.gov.au
Clean energy future: www.cleanenergyfuture.gov.au

Officially launched in September 2011, this
brochure is available at a number of local outlets
including Westernport Water and the Bass Coast
Shire Council office in Cowes.

• Through good management and the assistance of the
community the Hooded Plover population on Phillip Island
is one of few in the world that is increasing in size.
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The Sustaining Coastal Communities Project is managed by the Phillip Island Landcare
Group, funded through the Victorian Government Sustainability Fund and supported
by local sources including Westernport Water, Phillip Island Nature Parks, Bass Coast
Shire Council, South East Councils Climate Change Alliance and the Mornington
Peninsula and Western Port Biosphere Reserve Foundation.

For more information on how to get involved in
Urban Landcare, please contact facilitator
Lisa Wangman on 5951 3329, 0409 366 914
or l.wangman@basscoast.vic.gov.au
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